
July, 2007

Annual Meeting Highlights and Council Actions

CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP BOOKLET ENCLOSED

The Candidates for Membership booklet enclosed

lists the names of those to be considered at the next

meeting of the Advisory Membership Committee.

From these candidates a ballot for election will be

developed to be presented to the membership at the

128thAnnual Meeting of the Association.  Members

are urged to send letters of support for any of these

candidates, no later than August 15, 2007 to:

Michael W. Mulholland, M.D., Secretary, American

Surgical Association, 900 Cummings Center, Suite

221-U , Beverly, MA  01915 / (978) 927-8330/Fax:

(978) 524-8890/E-Mail: asa@prri.com.

www.americansurgical.info

www.americansurgical.info

NEWSLETTER
American Surgical Association

(continued inside)

2007-2008
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., M.D.

Galveston, Texas

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
Anthony D. Whittemore, M.D.

Boston, Massachusetts

SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
Robin S. McLeod, M.D.

Toronto, Ontario

SECRETARY
Michael W. Mulholland, M.D.

Ann Arbor, Michigan

TREASURER
Barbara L. Bass, M.D.

Houston, Texas

RECORDER
Keith D. Lillemoe, M.D.

Indianapolis, Indiana

COUNCIL

Jay L. Grosfeld, M.D.
Indianapolis, Indiana

Carlos A. Pellegrini, M.D.
Seattle, Washington

Hiram C. Polk, Jr., M.D.
Louisville, Kentucky

American Surgical Association
900 Cummings Center, Suite 221-U

Beverly, Massachusetts 01915
(978) 927-8330

(978) 524-8890 FAX

2008

The 127th Annual Meeting was held at
the Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, with 445 physicians and 124
spouses and guests in attendance marking
the meeting as highly successful in terms of
physician attendance in recent ASA history.
Thirty-two papers were presented during
the Scientific Sessions.  At the Opening
Session, three new Honorary Fellows were
introduced: Drs. Arthur Li of Hong Kong,
China; Bhimanakunte K. Rau of Madras,
India; and Eduardo de Santibanes of Buenos
Aires, Argentina.  As well, the Medallion for
Scientific Achievement was awarded to Dr.
Ronald W. Busuttil of Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, for his outstanding accomplishments in
the field of advancing the art and science of
liver transplantation.

After the initial four papers, Dr. Jay L.
Grosfeld gave his Presidential Address en-
titled, “The Plight of Children”.  As intro-
duction to his talk, Dr. Grosfeld painted a bleak picture of the surgical care of infants and
children noting that to a large extent children are victims worldwide citing WHO data on
infant mortality, inadequate immunization, and a significant number of infants and children
living in poverty.  He continued, noting that even in the United States children are
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shortchanged inasmuch as healthcare is under-funded and the environment for children places
them at significant risk in terms of child abuse, neglect, and inadequate healthcare.  Dr. Grosfeld
noted that the CDC data on childhood mortality and morbidity supported this assertion.  He opined
that the duties of the physician vis a vis child abuse intervention included a schema of suspect,
inspect, respect, and collect the information and report to the appropriate authorities.  He elaborated
on his theme noting the level of childhood violence globally and that in the United States children
represent almost 27% of all emergency room visits;  and further that almost 30% of children
nineteen and under are on Medicaid.  He continued his theme noting that there are significant
problems with government sponsored insurance for children and that private insurance was not a
panacea.  Dr. Grosfeld suggested that the national healthcare system is complex and in providing
some solutions cited the American Academy of Pediatrics’ recommendations to address these
problem areas and listed a whole host of problems still to be overcome.  Rather than socialized
medicine, Dr. Grosfeld suggested that the country needed a change in attitude and social
conscience, and he listed a number of innovative measures to be considered.  In his concluding
remarks, Dr. Grosfeld suggested that a greater collaboration between healthcare institutions and
government was needed in order to look after the welfare of over 82 million infants and children
in the United States which he viewed as a social, political, and economic imperative.

The Scientific Program also included an informative Forum Discussion on “The Reassessment
of the Medical Workforce: Input on Surgical Manpower in the 21st Century”.  Moderated by Dr.
Grosfeld, The Forum panel included Dr. Richard A. Cooper of the University of Pennsylvania; Dr.
Darrell G. Kirch, President of the American Association of Medical Colleges; and Dr. George F.
Sheldon of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.

The Program Committee of the American Surgical Association (ASA) met in Indianapolis,
Indiana, at the Conrad Hotel on Friday, January 19, 2007.  The Committee, led by Chairman Dr.
Laurence Y. Cheung, chose 32 abstracts for presentation.  The Association had received a record
number of 296 abstract submissions, and the quality of the 32 abstracts selected to be presented
at the 127th Annual Meeting of the ASA in Colorado Springs, Colorado was outstanding.

The next day, January 20, 2007, the Council met at the Conrad Hotel for its Midwinter
Meeting.  Oral and written reports by the various representatives to societies, associations, and
boards were delivered to the Council.  That night, President Grosfeld hosted a marvelous midwinter
President’s Dinner at the Hall of Champions of the NCAA Headquarters in Indianapolis.  Attendees
were treated to a virtuoso performance by world-renowned violinist, Chee-Yun Kim.  The Council
met again on Wednesday, April 25, 2007, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, and by teleconference
on June 20, 2007.  Following are action and informational items of note that took place at the three
Council meetings:
• Agreed to participate in the American College of Surgeons Joint Health Policy Scholarship

Program for 2008-2010.
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• Reaffirmed the Association’s commitment to sup-
port the American Board of Surgery’s SCORE ini-
tiative with a $50,000 grant for each of the next three
years.

• Approved a one-time contribution of $5,000 to the
Foundation for Biomedical Research.

• Approved an online annual meeting evaluation pro-
tocol in lieu of the paper evaluation forms beginning
with the 2007 Annual Meeting.

• Transferred the investment assets formerly man-
aged by Neuberger Berman over to the Surgeons
Diversified Investment Fund (SDIF) of the Ameri-
can College of Surgeons.

• Established and continued support of an Ad Hoc
Committee to develop guidelines for Aligning Prac-
tice and Privileging.

• Approved the inauguration of a Breakfast for Women
in Surgery which was held on Friday, April 27, 2007 in advance of the Scientific Session.

• Proposed recommended By-Laws amendments which would establish the office of President-Elect and change the current First and
Second Vice President offices to a single office of Vice President.

The ASA Foundation Board of Directors met on October 10, 2006 and April 25, 2007 and awarded three Foundation Fellowships to run
from July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2009 and provided clarification language for the eligibility requirements for Foundation Fellowships.  Current
membership totals 1,254 including 400 Active Members, 791 Senior Members, and 63 Honorary Fellows.  Dr. Layton F. Rikkers, Editor-
in-Chief of The Annals of Surgery, reported that with the transition of The Annals
to an online system of submitting and reviewing manuscripts, the journal has
experienced a significant increase in manuscript submissions.  He also noted that
The Annals has maintained its preeminent status in publishing – ranking first in a
field of over 139 surgery journals worldwide with an impact factor of 6.3.

At the Executive Session on Friday afternoon, April 27, 2007, the Flance-Karl
Award was given to Ronald V. Maier, M.D. of Seattle, Washington, for his seminal
work in the pathogenesis of ARDS and the role of mitogen-activated protein
(MAP) kinase signaling.  Thirty-seven (37) surgeons were elected to Active
membership and six (6) surgeons to Senior membership in the Association and
Courtney M. Townsend, Jr. was unanimously elected as the new President of the
Association.  The President’s Banquet that evening was capped with an entertain-
ing talk and piano concert performance by Dr. Charles H. Webb, Jr. Emeritus Dean
of the School of Music of the University of Indiana.



NECROLOGY

E. Meredith Alrich, M.D. Virginia

Walter J. Burdette, Texas

Benjamin F. Byrd, Jr., M.D. Tennessee

George R. Dunlop, M.D. Massachusetts

Steven G. Economou, M.D. Illinois

W. Sterling Edwards, M.D. New Mexico

Robert J. Freearc, M.D. Illinois

John L. Glover, M.D. Michigan

William P. Graham, III, M.D. Pennsylvania

Hermes C. Grillo, M.D. Massachusetts

Robert C. Hickey, M.D. Wisconsin

Julian T. Hoff, M.D. Michigan

Alan G. Johnson, M.D. England

Olga Jonasson, M.D. Illinois

Ellis L. Jones, M.D. Georgia

Robert B. Karp, M.D. Colorado

Arnold J. Kremen, M.D. Minnesota

William C. Krupski, M.D. California

John H. landor, M.D. New York

Peter Mucha, Jr., M.D. Pennsylvania

Eldred D. Mundth, M.D. Florida

Tsuguo Naruke, M.D. Japan

Richard M. Peters, M.D. California

Francis E. Rosato, M.D. Pennsylvania

Roger T. Sherman, M.D. Georgia

Gardner W. Smith, M.D. Maine

Sam Stevenson, Jr., M.D. Florida

William R. Waddell, M.D. New Mexico

Clarence S. Weldon, M.D. Missouri

Proposed Bylaws Amendments
(to be voted on during the

ASA Executive Session, April 25, 2008)

ARTICLE VI
OFFICERS

Section 1.   The Officers of the Association shall consist of
a President, a President-Elect, a First Vice-President, a Second
Vice-President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Recorder.  The
Secretary, Treasurer and Recorder will hold office for six
months beyond the election of their successors.

ARTICLE VII
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 2.   In the President’s absence, the President-Elect
Vice-Presidents, in order of seniority, shall preside.  In the
absence of the President-Elect, the Vice President shall
preside.  In the absence of both the President-Elect and the
Vice-President, the Chair shall be taken by whoever has been a
member of the Council the longest.

ARTICLE VIII
COUNCIL

Section 1.   The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall
be known as its Council, and it shall consist of the President,
President-Elect, a Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Re-
corder and three (3) Fellows elected at large.  The terms of
service of the elected members shall be three years, and at each
Annual Meeting one shall be elected to take the place of the
retiring member.  In order to lend continuity to the Council, it is
customary to elect the retiring President to the Council.

ARTICLE IX
COMMITTEES

Section 5.   The Program Committee shall consist of five (5)
Fellows, and the President, the President-Elect, the Secretary
and the Recorder ex-officio with vote.  These five (5) Fellows
shall be appointed by the Council, one each year, and each will
serve for five (5) years.  The appointed Fellow who is longest
on the Committee shall act as Chairman.

April 24-26, 2008

The Waldorf Astoria Hotel

New York, New York

April 23-25, 2009

The Hyatt Grand Champions

Indian Wells, California

FUTURE ASA ANNUALMEETINGS



NEW MEMBERS, elected April 27, 2007

HONORARY MEMBERS

Anton J. Bilchik

Santa Monica, California

Thomas Allen Broadie

Indianapolis, Indiana

Michael A. Choti

Baltimore, Maryland

Robert N. Cooney

Hershey, Pennsylvania

Joseph Stapleton Coselli

Houston, Texas

Martin Alexander Croce

Memphis, Tennessee

Mark G. Davies

Rochester, New York

Robert D. Davis, Jr.

Durham, North Carolina

Ronald Paul DeMatteo

New York, New York

John H. Donohue

Rochester, Minnesota

John F. Eidt

Little Rock, Arkansas

Mary Elizabeth Fallat

Louisville, Kentucky

Timothy C. Flynn

Gainesville, Florida

Charles D. Fraser, Jr.

Houston, Texas

Rafik Mark Ghobrial

Los Angeles, California

James M. Hassett

East Amherst, New York

Col. John B. Holcomb

San Antonio, Texas

James Robinson Howe

Iowa City, Iowa

Tom Jaksic

Boston, Massachusetts

William R. Jarnigin

New York, New York

Jessica Jill Kandel

New York, New York

Martin S. Karpeh, Jr.

Stony Brook, New York

Walter Alex Koltun

Hershey, Pennsylvania

John C. Marshall

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Douglas J. Mathisen

Boston, Massachusetts

W. Scott Melvin

Columbus, Ohio

Marc R.Moon

St. Louis, Missouri

Peter C. Neligan

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Kim M. Olthoff

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

William D. Payne

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Richard N. Pierson, III

Baltimore, Maryland

Gary F. Purdue

Dallas, Texas

Frederick John Rescorla

Indianapolis, Indiana

George Dionisio Reyes

Seattle, Washington

Michael Rhoads

Wilmington, Delaware

Stephen F. Sener

Evanston, Illinois

Steven Michael Steinberg

Columbus, Ohio

Thomas Ray Stevenson

Sacramento, California

Peter Grant Stock

San Francisco, California

Stephen G. Swisher

Houston, Texas

David E. Wesson

Houston, Texas

David H. Wisner

Sacramento, California

Ervin Steve Woodle

Cincinnati, Ohio

Arthur Li, M.D.
Hong Kong, China

Bhimanakunte K. Rau, M.D.
Madras, India

Eduardo de Santibanes, M.D.
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Members are encouraged to propose candidates to be considered for membership in ASA.  The ASA Council

is committed to increasing representative membership by surgical subspecialties and minorities.

Proposal for Membership Forms may be obtained from the ASA Offices, 900 Cummings Center, Suite 221-U,

Beverly, MA  01915 (978) 927-8330 / Fax:  (978) 524-8890 / E-Mail:  asa@prri.com or by going to the

Membership Section of the ASA Website at www.americansurgical.info.



2007 - 2008
ASA COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES

ADVISORY MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Lewis M. Flint, Jr., M.D., Chair
A. Benedict Cosimi, M.D.

E. Christopher Ellison, M.D.
Jean C. Emond, M.D.

David A. Fullerton, M.D.
David B. Hoyt, M.D.
John G. Hunter, M.D.
Danny O. Jacobs, M.D
David P. Jaques, M.D.
Larry R. Kaiser, M.D.

Stephen F. Lowry, M.D.
Robin S. McLeod, M.D.

Francis D. Moore, Jr., M.D.
Brad W. Warner, M.D.
Charles J. Yeo, M.D.

Michael W. Mulholland, M.D. (Ex-officio)

 AUDIT COMMITTEE
Richard H. Bell, Jr.,M.D., Chair

Layton F. Rikkers, M.D.

COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS
Fabrizio Michelassi, M.D., Chair

FLANCE-KARL AWARD COMMITTEE
William G. Cance, M.D., Chair

Jonathan S. Bromberg, M.D.
Michael J. Edwards, M.D.
David M. Heimbach, M.D.
Jeffrey B. Matthews, M.D.

HONORARY FELLOWSHIP
COMMITTEE

Gregorio A. Sicard, M.D., Chair
Hiram C. Polk, Jr., M.D.
Victor W. Fazio, M.D.
Josef E. Fischer, M.D.
John G. Hunter, M.D.
Jay L. Grosfeld, M.D.

Michael W. Mulholland, M.D. (Ex-officio)

AD HOC HONORARY FELLOWSHIP
ADVISORY SUB-COMMITTEE

Great Britain/Ireland
Miles H. Irving, M.D.
Barry T. Jackson, M.S.

Northern Europe
J. Hans Jeekel, M.D.

J. Rudiger Siewert, M.D.
Marko I. Turina, M.D.

Southern Europe / Eastern Europe
Basil C. Golematis, M.D.

Enrique Moreno Gonzalez, M.D.
Mehmet Haberal, M.D.

East Asia
Zhao-You Tang, M.D.

John Wong, M.D.

Australia/Southeast Asia
Bruce H. Barraclough, M.D.
Bhimanakunte K. Rau, M.D.

Latin America
Vicente P. Gutierrez, M.D.

Hector Orozco, M.D.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
John P. Roberts, M.D., Chair

B. Mark Evers, M.D.
K. Craig Kent, M.D.

Carolyn E. Reed, M.D.
Marshall Z. Schwartz, M.D.

Ex-officio Members
Jay L. Grosfeld, M.D., President

Michael W. Mulholland, M.D., Secretary
Keith D. Lillemoe, M.D., Recorder

ASA FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Haile T. Debas, M.D., Chair
Murray F. Brennan, M.D., Vice Chair

Michael W. Mulholland, M.D., Secretary
Barbara L. Bass, M.D., Treasurer

R. Scott Jones, M.D. Trustee
Carlos A. Pellegrini, M.D., Trustee

Hiram C. Polk, M.D., Trustee
Courtney M. Townsend, Jr., M.D.,

ASA President (Ex-officio)

REPRESENTATIVES
American Board of Surgery

L.D. Britt, M.D.
V. Suzanne Klimberg, M.D.
Carlos A. Pellegrini, M.D.
Richard C. Thirlby, M.D.

American Board of Plastic Surgery
Nicholas B. Vedder, M.D.

American Board of Thoracic Surgery
Valerie W. Rusch, M.D.
Richard J. Shemin, M.D.

ACS Board of Governors
Ernest E. Moore, Jr., M.D.
Michael J. Zinner, M.D.

ACS Advisory
Council for General Surgery

Fabrizio Michelassi, M.D.

ACS Surgical
Research Committee

Thomas M. Krummel, M.D.

Council of Academic Societies
Association of American

Medical Colleges
John M. Daly, M.D.

Shukri F. Khuri, M.D.

National Association for
Biomedical Research

Yuman Fong, M.D.


