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January 17, 2013 
 
Thomas Nasca, M.D. 
CEO, ACGME 
Suite 2000 
515 N. State St. 
Chicago, IL 60654  
 
Dear Dr. Nasca: 
 
After careful consideration the Council of the American Surgical Association would like to 
express its deep concern and objection to the recently announced plan of the ACGME and the 
American Osteopathic Association to unify the current accreditation process by 2015 for the 
following reasons: 
 
1.  We believe the proposal was not vetted by the affected ACGME constituent organizations. The 
ACGME has responsibility to both the public and the medical profession. In regard to the latter, 
we believe that the ACGME did not meet its professional obligation. Such an amalgamation, with 
all of its implications, must be discussed in depth by all the ACGME constituent organizations 
before being implemented or the ACGME risks disenfranchisement of its partners. 
 
2. Although the intent of this proposal may be to improve the quality of osteopathic residency 
programs, the assumption that consolidation of osteopathic and allopathic accreditation will 
achieve this result is unsubstantiated. In particular, osteopathic undergraduate medical education 
has significant weaknesses compared to allopathic schools which must be addressed first.  
Organized surgery would endorse the improvement of osteopathic surgical education by sharing 
the differentiating educational curricula and other tools developed in allopathic medical schools 
and residency programs. These innovations have been the fruit of many years of effort and 
expense by volunteer surgeons and surgical associations. The result of this effort is the national 
and international public recognition that graduates of these programs represent the highest level of 
quality. It follows that it is unrealistic to expect that simply combining the accreditation process 
will solve the current quality disparity in osteopathic programs, and there is no evidence to support 
this contention.  Unfortunately, there is little or no history of communication between the groups. 
Thus, there has not been any substantive analysis of the current standards, requirements or 
outcomes of osteopathic programs, and  nor is there  information about whether such programs 
either have or are willing to allocate the resources necessary to achieve the allopathic standard, 
particularly in Surgery. 
 
3. One of the implications of the ACGME-AOA proposal of great concern to us is that it may 
grant access of graduates of osteopathic training programs to all ABMS Boards as allopathic 
graduates.   
 
It should be clear that the current proposal is viewed unfavorably by most of the leaders of 
American Surgery. Constructive suggestions have been offered which we hope will be seriously 
considered and acted upon. We look forward in the future to a constructive dialogue along the 
lines outlined above. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
  
 
 
L.D. Britt, MD, MPH 
President, ASA 
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